0CT 16 1963

BALTIONR SUime

Sanitized - Approved For R

CPYRGHT

PYRGHT
CPYRGHT c

FOIAb3b

(r)fbpkc;vl)érges All Charges, W
- Asks That They Be Dropped

“unbecoming to an officer of the

Washington, Oct. 15 ( tto.
—mmms%

ment security officer, hag td
the department - that chargp
|against him are without foun
'tion ‘and asked that they be d
missed. .0 - |
This was’ the concluding s
itence of a. twdlve-page letter
;which Otepka replied to“a varie
iof charges, including the accus
tions that he mutiiated,g_pve; 1-
ment documents hy. snipping
classified labels: without propdr]
procedure and gave classifi
idocuments. to the Senate Internkl
Security subcommittee.
. iFiled Reply Monday
t Dtepka filed his reply to t
‘charges yesterday. letter w

addresgéd to Johm' Or%way, chidf
of the department’s personn# o
eration divisioi' Tt ‘has_fiot he
released by the State Departme]t

‘but a copy of if was obtained b
‘arephffer. © 7 on
! 0&%%5 48, former chief eval

\ator Of security risks for the Staf

£

LI

Ntions

-

_|ways-been “highly favorable.” |

Department of State.’”

Besitles asking that the charges
be dismissed, , Otepka  raised
counteraccusations. - He said he
has “reason to helieve” that some-
body eavesdropped on conversa-
in  his office, using
“secretly - employed listening de-
vices”; that his office telephone
was tapped and that his desk
and safe were: “surreptitiously
opened and searched.”

;. Points To Ratings
At the outset of his letter,
Otepka recalled that he became a
security officer at the State De-

Jpartment. in 1953 -and said that
flhis éfficiency . ratings have al.,

1

In 1958, he said, he received}
the  depaitment’s meritoriou1 Assistant Secretary of State for
service dward signed by Johy security, who “seriously dis-
Foster Dulles, the Iaute Secretary paraged my performance of duty
of State. . B ] . R
and impugned my integrity.

Officials said Ordkway will re . o
view Otepka’s reply and angwe Otepka said further that the

{Department, was suspended. Sej
ltember 23 on charges of conduq

.

in due course. If he decides

qeainst  Otepka's  contentions,
Utepka can "#8k for a hearing
before a State Department ex.
aminer, Appeals glso are possible
to the Civil Service Commission
and finally to the dourts,

As to the specific charge that
he gave copies of mernoranda
drafted in, the* Office of Security
to the coufisel of the Senate In.
ternal  Security subcommittee,
Otepka replied that the memo-
randa contaified no confidential,
information and referred to mat-!
ters of public record. !
Moreover, he asserted, it wus,
ecessary for him to  submit|
hese * documents g -counter|
tharges made before the commit-
ce by John F. Reilly, Dcputyl

Secretary of State, Dean Rusk,
permitted Senator Dodd (D.,
Conn.), chairman of the sub-
committee, to examine certain
documents in one of the security
cases.
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